
John ‘Jack’  Headley 
appears to be one of the 
earliest Merseyside volun-
teers to enlist in the Inter-
national Brigades, and was 
listed as being age 50 at 
Albacete on 19th Decem-

ber 1937. He was an organiser of the painter’s un-
ion, Communist Party member, one-time IRA (Irish 
Republican Army) member, NUWM (National Un-
employed Workers Movement) activist, and a fre-
quent speaker at the Edge Hill Lamp and Islington 
Square, Liverpool. Jack regularly fell foul of the 
authorities, and received a number of convictions 
as a result of his activism:  

Belfast, 1919: ‘unlawful assembly’ – 6 months prison 
and expulsion; Rotherham, 1920: ‘seditious speech-
es’ – 6 months prison; Sheffield, 1923: ‘obstructing 
the police’ – bound over for 12 months; Liverpool, 
May 1926: ‘doing an act likely to cause disaffection 
under the emergency regulations’ – 3 months pris-
on; St. Helens, November 1926: ‘doing an act likely 
to cause disaffection’ – fined £5 and £2.10s costs, 
or 28 days prison; Portsmouth, 1931, ‘seditious 
speeches’ – 6 months prison; Liverpool, September 
1932: ‘accused with 5 others of inciting a riot at a 
demonstration in Islington Square’.

With this history, it seems inevitable that Jack 
would be near the front of the queue to go and 
fight in Spain.

Tommy Hadwin was born in West Kirby in 1898. 
Tom joined the Royal Navy in 1916 and took part 
in the battle of Jutland during the First World War. 
He left the service in 1925. Tommy joined the ILP 
(Independent Labour Party), became active in the 
NUWM, and later joined the Communist Party. In 
1936 the Communist Party asked those with mili-
tary experience to go to Spain, and Tommy joined 
the naval section of the International Brigades 
along with three other Merseysiders: Jack Cow-
ard, Albert Cole and Fred Hayes. He served on the 
Republican destroyer ‘Alcalá Galiano’, escorting 
medical and food aid ships to Spain. Tommy was 
repatriated home due to illness in 1938, where he 
remained active in local politics for his entire life.

Frank Proctor was born 
in Liverpool in 1917. At 
19, having been made 
unemployed, he left to 
undertake training at a 
steelworks. He left his 
apprentiship, deter-
mined to support the 
Spanish Republic, and 
reached Spain in April 
1937. He joined the Bri-
gade – eventualy becom-

ing an acting lieutenant. Frank was killed at Sierra 
Pandols on the 24th August 1938, in the aftermath 
of the Ebro offensive. What follows is his obituary 
from the Liverpool Daily Post, 8th September 1938. 

1. Obituary for Frank 
Proctor, Liverpool Daily 
Post, 8th September 1938

2. Republican poster. 
‘Foward comrades! The SRI 
(International Red Aid) 
protects your children’
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FAI (Federación Anarquista 
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